
From the slopes to the screen

(haracter Klosters and DarG
afe as differenl. rs a wcll'brcd
hibenuling l(dgehrg dxl a pil tltll
lookingfora iighl. If thal sou n.ts
haEh on the latter, *e s,cr€ rhore
just belbre thc srari ollheWorld
EcuorNc Forun\ nnd rYimes*d
soldiers in combat faligues
assenrbling the high-qirc
tencing lo keep out thc proLostoN.

guide failed ro li!'e up to his.iob
descriplion, shc had to spcnd
lhe night it] a rnvinc rLith the
King of S\roden s daughler.

Bul you donl necd to be
rclaled to Duropcan f{)yaLly io
$[ay in Klosters. OlLners of
sone of thc niccsr chrlels and
npartn\ents, such .'rs Lord Dares
bu|y, are no$ rcnring then lbr
parL ofl.lre year t() help Day r.lre
bills. Red-shutlercd Chalet Bcar
is parlicuhrly charniug, and
the owners only nranaged to
buy it lour years ago because
the vendor, a carpent€t was
impressed that they didn\ want
to knock it dos-n and start
again, I'ke so many developers
in the area (it's very hard t.)
build on nclv sitcs in (lostcrs).

They harc restored lhc old
wooden building, keeDitlg l.lic
.hara.ler. bur insrrlling modt'ur
hdhror)ns trnd a superlJ chcl.

r \n  rcrur , , inx l runr . ,  i t  w, ' r
\ - . r l j !nn l  t , '  l ,e  h, , " r rn! .Lgi I '
!llhouglr a bferk sincc NewYerr

The DLrke ot Monmouth is stillthe only hunt master
to have boen hansed, d.awnand quanered

nay*""1<Q l"^t

M**i:mir':

$?s probablywise. The dust has
settled on rl\y inadvertent appcar-
ance on C/.arrei 3  reri on
Boxing Da]. filning one olthe
fe$ hunts rnounLed that day,
they tollowed a Di€cc ro ranrera
by rcluctant lookirg Cabinet
N{inisler H ilary Uenn. Sccretary
of Sl,lle for Dcfra, dm lxpounded
his vicss ot huiirg s barbarism'.
by a shot ofme enthusiastirally
knocliing back a glass of port.
Whcther I was intended to rep.e
s€nt rhe dr.ien , igize or not,
I maintaln you can't linger over
the activily like you might sip
a lme vintagc an€r dinner The lot
ofthe nder on a hunter ra.ing
to go is to get il down quickLv.
l'amily honour was restored by
lhe final camerashot otayoung
daughter $ith linsel ir her hat
on a preily greyWelsh pony.

Tho annual (lharlt llunl
dinner, I'old hst week, is
N renrinder thal our (oun(ry is
whcff lox hunti"g srafl.d iI the
latc l?l h.entury. One of the li6t
pcopk'to hunt hounds here was

A shot of me
knocking back port

followed Hilary
Benn's comment

on hunting's
"batbarism"'

lhe Duke of Monmouth, who is
still ihe only mNt€r ro have been
hanged, drawn and quarlered.
Not for his failure to catch foxes,
bul ibr attemptingto ovcrlhro*
the monarchy, This inccnlive to
prduce gmd sport b not n€c€ssary
for our huntsman, Sage- A mo.e
cheery, positive man you wilt not
met. He s 6€n nice to children,

Our hunt magu ine, ,?o7? azd
-alo?rlkl (published every quarter
and distributed at local meeF)
has the production qualili.s ol
a national glossy and a line'up
of A'lisiwriters, such as Clarissa
Dickson Wright, Rupcrt Everell
dd Otis Ferry and featured 'need

for speerl' merchant Richard
Hammond s accounl ofhis day
with the Ledbury It s the €quiva-
leni of having Prince Charles
write in your parish magazine
about th€ local planning applj-
cation or Bill Bryson doing
a pi€ce on the village litter prob"
lem. How come our publication
is able lo punch abov€ its
Beight? Because the joint-ma$er
responsible hos taste, vision,
stylc.-. and works lor Yo!.f ?.i?. *-

All we Mnted was a Dlaie of
nreatbaus and a bccr.

Ir tho inleresls of balanccd
r€porling, il has i() be s.ri.lihrt,
for the rest of (he ycar,
Davos is home to rc tewer
thu sevcn Swiss heri-
tage sit€s antl elen has
an observatory and ils own
avdlanche training-ccnlre. This
was reassunng [o know as
we spent a moming off-Ziste
in a quesi to reach Arosa down
thevalley, guided by a manwho
knows a thing or two about
aclions in a crisis-he used lo
go our with carol Tharche.

Aftef years of unspoken rn alry,
whjch includcd cutiing off bus
services and making coNbincd
tiil passes awkward, the lwo
resorts are nox oflicially best
fricnds, and h.we announc.d ihat
they re marketing lhemsoh€s as
a joinl packuge, hcncelbrih lo
be known as Dalos-Klosl ers. I n
Klost€rs, which, like lhc Royal
Windsor Hor"c Sh61'. is dilareetly
grand, but desperate Dot k)
appear pretentious or flash,lvc
had drinks and enough canap6s
to fill a bobsleigh ar one chaler
preparing to welcome Prince
Andrew and his eniourage. A[
dinner in another, the sLaff related
thelr mounting fascination lasl
year, when the presidenr oflhe
Philippines was booked in to
spend the night \rith aman. Hcr
husband, as ii rurncd out. Onc of
thc chalet owners has the near
Fcrfect name of Christ{rl. Nol
evcn lh. nurketingdepa nrcnl
of lhe new joinl r(lsorl (ouki
have bettered that. Orc of hcr
claims lo farnr is l|at, ajlcfhcl
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Next week Kjt Hesketh-Harvey

44 oounl,ty Litc, February :1, 2010 www.counlrylrf e.co.uk


